A checklist of 186 species of spiders in 69 genera under 24 families distributed in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh has been given along with a complete bibliography.
Introduction
Spiders are one of the most familiar and fascinating creatures. They are ubiquitous and diverse predators in terrestrial ecosystems and are found in diverse habitats. The erstwhile Central Indian State of Madhya Pradesh is now divided into two states, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Many species of spiders are known from these states but there is not a complete record of all species reported from this region. The checklist provided in Table 1 attempts to give a precise account of spiders known from Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. This list is based on published records and identified specimens in the National Zoological Collection, Zoological Survey of India.
A review of the literature available on Indian spiders reveals that the earliest contributions were by Stoliczka (1869) , Karsch (1873), Simon (1887) , Thorell (1895 ), Pocock (1900 , and in the twentieth century by Sherriffs (1919 ), Gravely (1921 , Narayan (1925), Reimoser (1934) and Dyal (1935) . The spiders of many families were practically unknown from Madhya Pradesh before Tikader (1980 Tikader ( , 1982 and Tikader and Malhotra (1980) who described some species of the families Thomisidae, Philodromidae, Lycosidae, Araneidae and Gnaphosidae from Madhya Pradesh in 'Fauna of India, Araneae' volumes 1 and 2. Tikader and Gajbe (1976) described a few species of family Gnaphosidae from Madhya Pradesh. The spiders of Madhya Pradesh were studied in detail by Gajbe (1987 Gajbe ( -1999 , who described many new species from this region. Gajbe (1992a) described the family Mimetidae, and Platnick (1991) and Platnick and Gajbe (1994) , which will be described in detail, separately. On the basis of these species and some other species identified from Seoni District in Madhya Pradesh, the families Oonopidae, Tetragnathidae, Heteropodidae, Pisauridae, Pholcidae and Dictynidae are also being reported from Madhya Pradesh.
In the checklist (Table 1) , the species known only from Madhya Pradesh are unmarked; species known from both Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are marked with a single asterisk (*), while species known only from Chhattisgarh are marked with two asterisks (**). Of the reported 186 species in 69 genera under 24 families, a total of 170 species in 67 genera under 23 families are known from Madhya Pradesh, while 49 species in 27 genera under 10 families are known from Chhattisgarh. Totally, 34 species are distributed in both the states. 
